A JOURNEY IN THE INTERIOR OF BORNEO
actual struggle for life in the vegetable kingdom,
not less fatal to the vanquished than the struggles
among animals which we can so much more easily
observe and understand. The advantage of
quicker access to light and warmth and air,
which is gained in one way by climbing plants,
is here obtained by a forest tree, which has the
means of starting in life at an elevation which
others can only attain after many years of
growth, and then only when the fall of some
other tree has made room for them. Thus it is
that in the warm and moist and equable climate
of the tropics, each available station is seized
upon, and becomes the means of developing new
forms of life especially adapted to occupy it.
On reaching Sarawak early in December I
found there would not be an opportunity of re-
turning to Singapore till the latter end of Janu-
ary, I therefore accepted Sir James Brooke's in-
vitation to spend a week with him and Mr. St.
John at his cottage on Peninjauh. This is a
very steep pyramidal mountain of crystalline
basaltic rock, about a thousand feet high, and
covered with luxuriant forest. There are three
Dyak villages upon it, and on a little platform
near the summit is the rude wooden lodge where
the English Rajah was accustomed to go for re-
laxation and cool fresh air. It is only twenty
miles up the river, but the road up the mountain
is a succession of ladders on the face of precipices,